
Early September, upon my return to LCDF after my summer 
holiday, I sat down at my desk to assess the forthcoming 
terms projects and felt excited about the new subjects I was 
about to teach.  Unit 54 Fashion Promotion and Marketing 
called out to me right from the beginning and I knew straight 
away the assignment was going to introduce learners to a 
completely new experience. The aim of the subject was to 
not only research into fashion events but host a fashion 
event, “hhhmmmm”, sounds pretty tough I thought, but when 

I kept reading it turned out 
that each and every learner 
had to generate ideas, plan, 
prepare, promote and host 
their own independent 
event. “OOOOOOOkkay”, this 
sounds really tough, but I like 
a challenge and the idea 
came to me as quick as 
turning on a light. 
“What if…..”

We had nine weeks to prepare, lots of long evenings and weekend 
lessons were going to be necessary. Events planning is not a 9 to 5 
subject, it requires out of hours commitment as hosting a event is 
something you cant do twice, you only get one shot to get it right! 
Therefore everything has to be  prepared down to the smallest 
detail far in advance. The lucky students were involved every step 
of the way, they had to research previous events and successful 
fashion campaigns, identify their customers, write mission state-
ments and project proposals, design and apply the the brand 
identity, manage the promotion of their events online, sell tickets, 
network and make industry contacts, attend meetings, budget, 
design, make decorations and finally host their guests. 

On November 15th 2014 Hanoi experienced a fashion event like 
never before, The Fashion Fringe Festival had arrived on To Ngoc 
Van, spread over two venues, LCDF Hanoi campus and Hanoi 
Rock City music and performance venue, the concept was create 
“the first ever young, creative and colorful fashion event where 
people can experience art, music, film, lectures, exhibitions, 
workshops, and fashion together, all hosted by a new generation of 
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designers and makers in Hanoi.”  In total we had six different events 
organized by 8 different students, with 60 volunteers, supporters 
and mentors, and over 200 guests. Stylists, designers, photogra-
phers, dancers, journalists, models, makeup artists, and musicians 
were all involved; the day was a fantastic example of creative 
collaboration between LCDF Hanoi students and Hanoi profession-
als. 

We had talks and lectures featuring some of Vietnams top fashion 
industry professionals, such a fashion photographer Samuel 
Hoang and make up artist Lilian Tran. Independent designer 
fashion market showcasing new emerging brands in Hanoi, tattoo 
demonstrations, embroidery and beading classes, and live 
screen-printing. Fashion film screenings showing the worlds great-
est style icons from 20th century fashion, and our very own 
Hollywood Costume exhibition bringing the looks from film to life. 
The highlight of the night was the LCDF Hanoi Street wear and 
Evening fashion show, models paraded high in the sky across a 
suspended bridge before making their entrance down the sweep-
ing stair case and into the middle of the packed out audience. Set 
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amongst a glamorous back drop of 1930s black and white decora-
tions and mixed with exotic belly dancing, and breath taking fire 
spinning performances. After all that there wasn’t much left to do 
but celebrate by dancing the night away listening to the best live 
music and DJs Hanoi has to offer. 

Like all good fashion, the event has now faded away into the back 
of our minds wardrobe. From 6am to 1am, over 250 paying guests 
joined the Fashion Fringe Festival rising over 20.000.000vnd in 
ticket sales for the LCDF Hanoi charity “New Clothes for a New 
Academic Year”. By the time the festival ended students, volunteers 
and myself were all Fashion Fringe Festivaled out of our minds. It’s 
a bit like that amazing neon geometric dress you wore all last 
summer, and now you have overdosed and can’t even stand to look 
at it anymore. The success of the event will live in the memory of 
the students and myself as one of our most successful accom-
plishments, proving that “what if’s” can become reality. The 
Fashion Fringe Festival concept will sit in waiting at the back of the 
wardrobe until next summer when it will be resurrected once more 
because of all the good memories we shared.
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